CHEM 112 PO: Analysis of Scientific Literature
Spring 2017

Course Syllabus

CHEM 112 PO: Analysis of Scientific Literature –
Demystifying the Approach and the Science
Instructor
Prof. Jane M. Liu (SN 216)
jane.liu@pomona.edu; x78832

Class
Tuesday, Thursday 9:35 am – 10:50 am,
Seaver Commons 103

Office Hours
PRE-REQUISITE: CHEM 110A
Whenever my door is open or by appointment
COURSE GOALS
The C.R.E.A.T.E. (consider, read, elucidate hypotheses, analyze and interpret the data,
and think of the next experiment) approach to teaching scientific literature will be used
to teach science content, to expose students to the progression of science research, to
demystify the process of reading a scientific article, and to humanize scientists. This
course, aimed at second-year students, will help students bridge the transition between
the introductory and upper level courses, and also provide a gateway to independent
research experiences.
Intended Learning Outcomes
Successful completion of this course will result in students who are able to:
•

Explain the creative, ongoing process of scientific research – from securing funding,
to carrying out experiments, to publication

•

Determine what information they need to know to appropriately analyze a scientific
paper

•

Read a primary scientific paper
o elucidate hypotheses/questions posed
o analyze and interpret the data within
o diagram the various experimental methods used in generating the data

•

Propose and evaluate follow-up experiments that continue a line of scientific
investigation

•

Strategically search and access scientific literature

•

Clearly communicate specialized knowledge to a wider, non-expert audience

•

Be aware of the human element of scientific research

•

Be active learners who are intentional about their education choices

COURSE MATERIALS
•

Course materials will be posted to the course Sakai regularly.

•

Prof. Liu emails the class frequently. You are expected to check your Pomona
email account for these emails and to read them.
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COURSE OVERVIEW
Assessments
Final Grade Calculation
Homework:
Participation:
Course Project:
Check-ins:

Course Syllabus

Grading Scale
A
93-100
A90-92
B+
87-89
B
83-86
B80-82
C+ 77-79

20%
20%
35%
25%

C
CD+
D
DF

73-76
70-72
67-69
63-66
60-62
≤59

There is no curve for this course – you need only worry about your own performance.
Please note that an “A” grade represents excellent mastery and intelligent discussion of
concepts covered in this course.
Your Tasks
Before class: You will frequently be given initial assignments to work on as an
individual before class. You should complete these assignments in your course
notebook. Your assignments will be graded based on effort and completeness –
sometimes your notebook will be evaluated at the start of class and other times, Prof.
Liu will collect your entire notebook.
In class: During our class meeting time, you will frequently function as a member of a
Learning Team, discussing and examining primary literature as a unit. Your team effort
and participation in class discussions is part of your weekly participation grade.
Actively participating in this learning cycle of preparing and then engaging in
discussions in class, will allow you to achieve the intended learning outcomes of the
course.
Reflection Sheets (5 pts/ea): Due on specified Fridays at noon (Sakai OR email)
Performance Evaluations (3 pts/ea): Due on specified Fridays at noon (Sakai OR
email)
Check-ins: Students will be asked to read a paper outside of class and then answer
questions during an in-class, open-notebook “exam”.
Course Project: Students will prepare a poster-presentation and written summary of a
primary paper related to those we read in class (e.g. cites one of the papers, is written
by one of the authors, etc.). Additional information and rubrics will be provided.
Pick paper (10 pts)
Prepare written summary and analysis (15 pts)
Prepare poster draft for peer review (15 pts)
Peer review posters (10 pts)
Present poster at symposium (40 pts)
Final paper (60 pts)
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Grading Policy: Any query regarding scores on graded assignments or exams should
be presented within three days of return of the assignment/exam. It is the student’s
responsibility to meet with the professor to make any adjustments. Please note that
Prof. Liu reserves the right to regrade the entire submission, and as a result, she may
raise or lower your entire score. After three days, all scores become final and
unalterable.
Attendance: Attendance in class is mandatory in an active learning environment. In
addition to mastering the material yourself, you are responsible for assisting the other
members of the class in their understanding of the material. You must not miss class.
Please be respectful of Prof. Liu and your fellow classmates and show up to class on
time. You can expect your grade to drop substantially with 3 or more absences. Valid
reasons for missing class are serious illness, religious observations or family
emergencies. You are responsible for handing in all assignments on time and
obtaining all activities, regardless of missed classes.
Late policy: For all assignments, late work will be accepted. However, for every 24
hours that the assignment is tardy, a 10% deduction will be applied to your grade on
that assignment.
Special circumstances: If there are special circumstances, such as illness of other form
of emergency, which should be taken into account with regard to any of the stated class
policies, please inform Prof. Liu as soon as possible so that alternative arrangements can
be made.
Disability Accommodations: Pomona College is committed to providing equal
opportunity for participation in all programs, services and activities. Prof. Liu asks
students who may need accommodations to assure their success to see the appropriate
staff member in the Dean of Students Office and then come see her during office hours
before the third week of class.
Academic ethics and integrity policy: You are expected to abide by the Pomona
College Standards of Academic Integrity. For the official policy go to:
http://pomona.catalog.acalog.com/content.php?catoid=14&navoid=2524. Plagiarism,
whether deliberate or unintentional, and cheating on examinations, are not acceptable.
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Calendar (subject to change)
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