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BACKGROUND
● Digital	project	centered	around	

evidence	based	interpretation,	
historical	research,	and	data	
management

● Focus	on	how	native	peoples	were	
ethnically	marked	in	the	San	Gabriel	
mission	system	

● Use	of	Early	California	California	
Population	Project	Database	



DATA	SET	INFORMATION
● Data	taken	from	San	Gabriel	

Baptismal	Records
○ Over	3000	baptismal	records	on	file

● Divided	records	into	4	year	ranges	and	
recorded	20+	records	weekly

● Breakdown
○ Recorded	334	records
○ 1772-1848
○ 181	India	egos,	153	Indio	egos



INITIAL	RESEARCH	QUESTIONS
● Bigger	Question	

○ How,	from	looking	at	baptismal	records,	the	way	that	Indios	were	classified	and	the	way	they	
created	kinship	circles	contributed	to	the	sustaining	of	cultural	networks	generationally.		

● Smaller	Questions		
○ How	many	indios	were	recorded	as	originating	from	rancherias?	
○ How	many	indios	were	recorded	as	originating	from	missions?	
○ How	many	godparents	were	recorded	as	“Indios”?	







HISTORICAL	INTEGRITY	AND	STANDARDIZATION
● Ensured records were accurately 

copied without any alterations
● Lack of standardization between 

each record made it difficult to 
quantify 

● Focused on analyzing the 
qualitative data and quantifying 
manually



RANCHERIAS	&	
MISSIONS







COMPADRAZGO	









FURTHER	INVESTIGATION
● Limited	information	on	ethnicity	
● Godparents	were	judged	based	on	whether	

they	were	a	good	catholic	or	not	
● Godparents	were	selected/recommended	

based	on	their	reputation	within	the	
mission

● Patricia	Seed	(16th	and	17th	Centuries)
○ Honor	signified	moral	integrity	
○ Integrity	toward	religion
○ Established	reputation	for	honorable	

behavior			



CONCLUSION
● Research	questions	lead	to	inconclusive	results	with	analytics

● Analytics	did	not	preserve	intricacy	of	the	data	

● Made	our	own	claims	looking	at	the	qualitative	data	
○ Relationship	between	rancherias	and	missions	

○ Compadrazgo		

● Research	Methods	
○ Trade	off	between	finding	some	sort	of	conclusion	with	research,	and	the	fact	that	research	is	

hindering	
○ Nothing	is	conclusive,	history	is	just	arguments
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